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Market
In c1870-72, John Marius Wilson's Imperial Ga-
zetteer of England and Wales described She-
pherds Bush as follows:
"SHEPHERDS-BUSH, a metropolitan suburb in 
Kensington parish, Middlesex; on the Metro-
politan railway, 5 miles W by S of St. Paul's, 
London. It has a station with telegraph on 
the railway, and a post-office under Lon-
don  who contains many villas and other 
fine residences, with gardens; contains also 
Kensington -St. Stephens church, built in 1850, 
in the pointed style, with a tower and spire; 
and has, of late years, greatly increased."
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1_SHEPHERD'S BUSH history

Shepherd’s Bush is a neighbourhood in West London 

centered on Shepherd’s Bush Green which was lar-

gely developed in the late nineteenth and early twen-

tieth centuries. Originally a pasture for shepherds on 

their way to Smithfield market, in 1844 the West London 

Railway officially opened, and in 1864 the Metropoli-

tan Railway built the original Shepherd’s Bush station, 

making it possible to commute into central London 

for the first time, thereby opening up the area to resi-

dential development. Businesses soon followed, and 

in 1903 the west side of Shepherd’s Bush Green became 

the home of the Shepherd’s Bush Empire, a music hall 

whose early performers included Charlie Chaplin.

In 1908 Shepherd’s Bush became one of the principal si-

tes for the Summer Olympics and, in the same year, ho-

sted the The Franco-British Exhibition (also known as 

“The Bush Exhibition”, and “The Great White City”), a lar-

ge public fair, which attracted 8 million visitors and 

celebrated the Entente Cordiale signed in 1904 by the 

United Kingdom and France. Many other exhibitions 

would follow until interrupted in 1914 by the Great 

War. In 1915 the Gaumont Film Company constructed 

Lime Grove Studios, “the first building ever put up in 

this country solely for the production of films”, la-

ter occupied by the BBC until their move to nearby 

White City.

During World War II the area suffered from enemy 
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bombing, especially from V-weapons which struck 

randomly and with little warning. After the war, the 

neighbourhood suffered even greater damage from 

poor planning than it had from the Luftwaffe - the 

construction of the Westway and the M41 spur (now 

the West Cross Route) to the M40 motorway cut She-

pherd’s Bush off from Holland Park, demolishing 

much elegant Victorian housing and leading to some 

of the worst urban blight in London.

In 2008 the Westfield London shopping centre ope-

ned its doors on the former White City exhibition 

site, with a retail floor area of 150,000m² (the equiva-

lent of about 30 football pitches), it was reported 

to be the largest shopping centre in London, and the 

third-largest in Britain. Westfield is set to grow still 

further as planning permission has been given for a 

huge northward expansion of the retail area.

origins

The name Shepherds Bush is thought to have origina-

ted from the use of the common land here as a re-

sting point for shepherds on their way to Smithfield 

Market in the City of London.[citation needed] An 

alternative theory is that it could have been named 

after someone in the area, because in 1635 the area 

was recorded as “Sheppards Bush Green”.

Evidence of human habitation can be traced back to 

the Iron Age. Shepherd’s Bush enters the written re-

cord in the year 704 when it was bought by Waldhere, 

Shepherd's Bush, from an 1841 London 
map by Davies.

1900 map showing Shepherd’s Bush 
Green
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Bishop of London as a part of the “Fulanham” estate.

Nineteenth century

A map of London dated 1841 shows Shepherd’s Bush to be 

largely undeveloped and chiefly rural in character, 

with much open farmland compared to fast-develo-

ping Hammersmith. Residential development began in 

earnest in the late 19th century, as London’s popula-

tion expanded relentlessly. 

Scattered buildings are shown, mostly lining the 

main thoroughfares of Wood Lane, Cumberland 

Road (now the Uxbridge Road), and Goldhawk Road. In 

1839 Shepherd’s Bush was described by Faulkner as “a 

pleasant village”.[1]

In 1846 the philanthropist Baroness Angela Bur-

dett-Coutts acquired a house in what is now Lime Gro-

ve, which she intended to convert into a home for 

destitute prostitutes. Her partner in this plan, who 

carried out much of the work, was the author Char-

les Dickens. The result was Urania Cottage, a home 

for “fallen women” designed to be strict but liberal 

in its approach to social reform. Burdett-Coutts was 

a personal friend of the Duke of Wellington, a ge-

nerous benefactor and extremely devout - so much 

so that she dismissed Dickens’ appointment as deputy 

matron on the grounds that she was a dissenter. Gra-

dually the differences between the pair increased 

and in 1862 Dickens separated from his wife, causing a 

public scandal which eventually led to the demise of 

urania cottage

shepherd-s bush market entrance
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the Urania experiment.

Twentieth century

Like other parts of London, Shepherd’s Bush suffered 

from bomb damage during WWII, especially from V-1 

flying bomb attacks (known as “doodlebugs” or “buz-

zbombs”), which struck randomly and with little war-

ning.

Shepherd’s Bush Market opened for business in around 

1914, with shops lining the railway viaduct between 

the Uxbridge Road and the Goldhawk Road.[36] Many 

traders have passed down their sites for genera-

tions. For example, Cooke’s pie and mash shop, foun-

ded in 1934, is still trading today.

On 13 April 1963 The Beatles recorded their first-ever 

BBC broadcast at Lime Grove Studios in Shepherd’s 

Bush. The group returned in 1964 for a further recor-

ding. Lime Grove Studios was demolished in 1994 to 

make way for residential accommodation.[9]

More recently, the Shepherd’s Bush bus station is hou-

sed in the redeveloped Dimco Buildings (1898), Grade II 

listed red brick buildings which were originally built 

in 1898 as a shed for a London Underground power 

station.[10][11] The Dimco buildings were used as a fil-

ming location for the ‘Acme Factory’ in the 1988 film 

Who Framed Roger Rabbit?, and later served as the in-

terior of the British Museum in The Mummy Returns.

Shepherd’s Bush war memorial

westfield market  mall
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twenty first century

In 2001, BBC Television Centre was damaged by a car 

bomb attack by the Real IRA. The bomb went off on 

Wood Lane, in front of the Television Centre news 

building.[47] Undaunted, in 2004 The BBC expanded its 

White City complex, opening the BBC Media Village on 

part of the former Olympic site.[48]

In 2006 The Conservative Party won control of Ham-

mersmith and Fulham Council, which had been more 

or less dominated by the Labour party since 1971.

In late 2008 the massive Westfield London shopping 

centre opened its doors. Its cost was estimated at 

£1.1bn, built on a site bounded by the West Cross Rou-

te (A3220), the Westway (A40) and Wood Lane (A219), and 

opened on 30 October 2008.[49] The development was 

on a large brownfield site part of which was once 

the location of the 1908 Franco-British Exhibition; 

the initial site clearance demolished the set of halls 

still remaining from the exhibition. The centre is no-

ted for its size: with a retail floor area of 150,000m² 

(1.615m ft²), the equivalent of about 30 football pi-

tches. At the time of its opening it was reported to be 

the third largest shopping centre in the United King-

dom.[49]

The DIMCO buildings became a bus station around 

the same time, having been restored to their former 
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glory under the supervision of English Heritage.[50]

In October 2011 the Bush Theatre left its home of ne-

arly forty years on Shepherd’s Bush Green and moved 

to the old Shepherd’s Bush Library building on Uxbrid-

ge Rd.[51] An IBIS hotel opened in 2012 on the South side 

of the Green.[52]

Between 2012 and 2013 Shepherd’s Bush Green was sub-

stantially redeveloped. The changes included two 

new play areas for children, removal of the tennis 

courts, and the planting of further trees and a ge-

neral improvement to routes across the Green for 

both cyclists and pedestrians. A proposal to create 

a new cafe was declined by the planning authorities.

[53]

In 2013 The BBC is left its White City home, as a part of 

general cost-cutting.[54] The structure is being re-

developed although, as BBC Television Centre is a li-

sted building, it cannot easily be demolished. The BBC 

White City buildings, by contrast, are not protected 

structures.[55]

The Shepherd’s Bush Pavilion, originally built as a cine-

ma in 1923, was converted into a luxury hotel, named 

the Dorsett Regency at the Shepherd’s Bush Pavilion, 

and opened in May 2014
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2_SHEPHERD'S BUSH site

geography

The area’s focal point is Shepherd’s Bush Green (also 

known as Shepherds Bush Common), an approxima-

tely 8-acre (3.2 ha) triangular area of open grass 

surrounded by trees and roads with shops, with We-

stfield at its north western apex.

The Green is a hub on the local road network, with 

four main roads radiating from the western side of 

the green and three roads approaching its eastern 

apex, meeting at the large Holland Park Roundabout. 

This position makes it an important node of the bus 

network, with eighteen bus routes arriving there. It 

is also served by five London Underground stations 

(see Transport below); Shepherd’s Bush (Central line), 

White City (Central line), Shepherd’s Bush Market (Ham-

mersmith & City line), Goldhawk Road (Hammersmith & 

City line) and Wood Lane (Hammersmith & City line).

To the east, Shepherd’s Bush is bounded by the physi-

cal barrier to movement of the West London railway 

line and the grade-separated West Cross Route (part 

of the aborted 1960s London Motorway Box scheme); 

the Holland Park Roundabout and the small Addi-

son Bridge to the south are the only ways to cross 

this barrier from Shepherds Bush.

Most of the areas to the east of the barrier differ 

significantly in character, being associated with 

“Shepherd’s Bush Green an approximately 8-acre 
(3.2 ha) triangular area of open grass surroun-
ded by trees and roads with shops, with Westfield 
at its north western apex.”
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the more affluent Holland Park and Notting Hill; al-

though the Edward Woods Estate just to the northe-

ast of the roundabout is part of and managed by the 

London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham, and is 

therefore more closely associated with Shepherds 

Bush. 

Shepherd’s bush green today

Today the Green is surrounded by busy roads on all 

three sides. Four main roads radiate from the western 

side of the Green and three roads approaching its ea-

stern apex, meeting at the large Holland Park Roun-

dabout. This position makes it an important node of 

the bus network, with eighteen bus routes arriving 

there. It is also near five London Underground sta-

tions; Shepherd’s Bush (Central line), White City (Cen-

tral line), Shepherd’s Bush Market (Hammersmith & City 

line), Goldhawk Road (Hammersmith & City line) and 

Wood Lane (Hammersmith & City line).

On the north side of the Green is the Uxbridge Road, 

and beyond that the Westfield London shopping cen-

tre. To the east, the Green is bounded by the physical 

barrier of the West London railway line and the gra-

de-separated West Cross Route (part of the aborted 

1960s London Motorway Box scheme). The Holland 

Park Roundabout and the small Addison Bridge to the 

south are the only ways to cross this barrier.
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HYDE PARK

GREEN PARK

ST' JAMES 
PARK

REGENT'S PARK

HAMPSTEAD HEATH

GREEN PARK HILL

KENSINGTHON     
GARDENS

r i c h m o n d 
park

old deer 
park

shepherd's 
bush  

woormwood 
scrubs park

Parks map of London
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To the east of the Green lies affluent and leafy Hol-

land Park and Notting Hill; although the Edward Wo-

ods Estate just to the northeast of the roundabout 

is part of and managed by the London Borough of 

Hammersmith and Fulham, and is therefore more clo-

sely associated with Shepherds Bush.

transport

The common itself is served by five London Under-

ground stations. Shepherd’s Bush station, on the Cen-

tral line at the eastern apex of the common, is the 

busiest, whilst Shepherd’s Bush Market station on the 

Hammersmith & City line is about 600 m to the west 

(near the north-western corner of the green). The 

third station, Goldhawk Road station on the Hammer-

smith & City line, serves the south-western corner 

of the green. The primarily residential area to the 

west of the common, also recognised as part of She-

pherd’s Bush, is also served by White City and Wood 

Lane. This area of London is also served by eighteen 

bus routes.

The construction of a shopping centre at Westfield 

London has led to the development of two new tran-

sport hubs for the area. The “northern interchange” 

will consist of White City station on the Central line, 

a new bus station and Wood Lane station on the Ham-

mersmith and City line . The two stations are a short 
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walk apart.

The “southern interchange”, comprises another new 

bus station, the redeveloped Central line station, and 

the new Shepherd’s Bush railway station served by 

London Overground and Southern on the West Lon-

don Line. The new station is approximately in the same 

location as the former Uxbridge Road station which 

closed in 1940. The opening of the new station was de-

layed because the platforms were built 18 inches too 

narrow, and had to be rebuilt.[13][14]

Shepherd’s Bush was also the proposed terminus of 

the West London Tram, an on-street light rail line 

running to Uxbridge via Acton, Ealing and Southall. 

This project was cancelled in 2007[15] in favour of an 

enhanced bus service and the development of Cros-

srail.

Future

The Shepherd’s Bush Pavilion - a luxury hotel?

The Westfield Group has applied for planning per-

mission to extend the Westfield Centre northwards, 

greatly enlarging its size and scope. The plans would 

include 1,700 new homes and around 500,000 sq ft of 

new retail space. Westfield states that the new exten-

sion will create 2,500 permanent jobs, and will repre-

sent a £1bn investment.[56]
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Shepherd’s Bush Market is presently the subject of a 

regeneration plan by the London Borough of Ham-

mersmith and Fulham.[57] In September 2010 a revised 

planning and regeneration brief was issued.[58] In Fe-

bruary 2011 the Fulham and Hammersmith Chronicle re-

ported that plans included 250 flats, and also rehou-

sing the existing tenants, many of whom objected to 

the plans.[59] In July 2011 former Mayor of London Ken 

Livingstone visited the market to add his voice to tho-

se opposed to the Council’s plans for regeneration 

of the area.
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3_ANALYSIS OF THE SITE

analyzing the area of Shepherd’s Bush will notice ri-

ght away that the westfield market is the central bu-

ilding of neighborhood life . This unbalances much 

the degree of concentration of persons receiving 

spaces of the city , making the streets a single cros-

sing point . the park does not have any type of servi-

ce to the citizen unless some games for children and 

a large green area careless .

In the fabric of the city many secondary streets 

from main roads that allow you to connect the 

spaces and create a physical network to cross the 

blocks . Moreover, the presence of O2 theater and 

other large public buildings create overlooking the 

external system in sync with the idea of ​​smart cities .

there is no interaction in this part of the city, and the 

most quantity of people go to the westfield market 

to do it, but at the end the mall is a lonely place becu-

se people go there only for shopping.

 The goal of the intervention is to take this people 

and bring them to park and the market connecting 

the space with paths and pedetrian street
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SHEPPERD’S BUSH 
MARKET SQUARE

SHEPPERD’S BUSH 
PARK

Park Square

NEW SQUARE

Souther train 
station

NOTTHIN HILL

HOLLAND PARK

Westfiel Market

Bush theatre

O2 Shepperd’s Bush 
empire

GREEN SLOPE



22

WHAT DOES IT MISS IN SHEPPERD’S BUSH  ???

INTERACTION

SPACE TO STAY

CONNECTIONS

EVENTS

MICRO-CULTURE

ART SPACES

PARK
FACILITIES

SPORT SPACES

 MARKET 
IMPROVEMENT

HOW LONG? 15 MIN - 30 MIN (SHORT)
30 MIN - 1 H (MEDIUM)
1 MIN - 2/3 H (LONG)

WHERE? SQUARE 
BAR 

GREEN 
FIELDS 
WALL

HOW? NEW PARK DESIGN
MARKET SQUARE
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MAIN BUSY ROAD

SECONDARY ROAD

PEOPLE CONCENTRATION

GREEN AREA
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PEDESTRIAN STREET

SHEPPERD’S BUS 
MARKET PARK



25

Conceptually a pedestrian street will start from 

the station of shepherd’s bush, walking trough the 

differents spaces of the area, passing from the park, 

arriving until the shepherd’s bush market and going 

another time towards the westfield market.

It became a system  and an experencial walk.

The big stone wall starts to be an attractive place, 

the square in the centre starts to be an haunt for pe-

ople and citizens

and the fields and green space with the park design 

start to be a real space to stay and interact.
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4_The project
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the idea that lies behind the project is to give the 
city a place where you can spend quality time once 
finished the work day or before you start it . Many 
people in London work more than ten hours a day 
and because of the movement and the lack of are-
as devoted to culture and sport facikmente ac-
cessible tends to live a life Fordist them chanting 
rhythm of the day between meals and the work 
they undertook a more sedentary lifestyle that is 
not at all healthy .
In order to make this place an area sustainable and 
that provides a real service to the citizens , we ima-
gine to redevelop the park of Shepherd’s Bush , de-
dicating it to sposrt and culture . Shepherd’s Bush 
market is instead thought going to create a cen-
tral square that will serve as ‘ Agora ‘ , the ultimate 
arena for exchange and interaction between peo-
ple .
starting from the underground station, connects 
these spaces dedicated to the sport until the mar-
ket . a large vertical wall climbing 20 meters high 
will lnuovo symbol element inserted in the district 
. as well as giving fans the chance to climb both 
outdoor and indoor , in turn, generates a space 
that will include a multifunctional underground 
bar and services for athletes .
the central square works like an hard core in the 
park and being it, bisected by a regular series of ar-
ches , changes its level , making it possible to hold 
several activities at the same time as concerts and 
shows outdoor, but also temporary installations 
and performance art.



28

masterplan
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basemant masterplan
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1500mq

2100mq
EVENTS

CONNECTION

ELEVATED PATH

1500mq

2100mq
EVENTS

CONNECTION

ELEVATED PATH

The central hard core is basically a square.. 
It is divided in two by a series of archs that 
sutain an elevated path who join two diffe-
rent part of the park. two pieces are on a 
different level and a stripes of stairs join 
them. the quality of this square is ITS ABILTY 
TO BE AT the same time a space to stay LIKE IN A 
SQUARE AND A SPACE TO ORGANIZE AN EVENT OR 
A PERFORMANCE. sO IMMEDIATELY IT BEGAN A SITE 
FOR CITIZENS A SPACE OF INTERACTION

square scheme and usability
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sezione bb

sezione aa
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functions scheme
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Differents sport in the Shepherd’s Bush green

CLIMBING

SKATE

JOGGING

VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL

FRESBEE

TENNIS

ROLLERBLADE
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general view of sheperd’s 
bush village
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the first access to the park 
coming from the under-
ground station. Immediately 
you are in the square, but 
the park remain divided from 
the street by an high barrier 
of green which help to de-
crease the noises.
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the second entran-
ce leads you to the 
hypogeum space un-
der the big climbing 
wall high 20 meter. 
Above the stone thee 
is a multifunctional 
space with changing 
room and a bar
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